
 
 

National Association of Vocation & 
Formation Directors Conference 

March 11 - 14, 2012 
The Delta Calgary South 

Calgary, Alberta 

 



 
National Association of Vocation &                      

Formation Directors Conference 
March 11 - 14, 2012 

The Delta Calgary South 
Calgary, Alberta 

 

 

Enclosed in the package you will find the following: 

 
  General Conference Information 
  Conference Announcements - themes and keynote speaker 

information 
  Workshop Sessions Details 
  Environment/Liturgy Committee Participation Form 
  Registration Form 
  Hotel Information 
 

Completed Registration Form with cheque or money order (made 

payable to NAVFD) to be sent to: 

 

NAVFD 

c/o 500 Huron Street 

Toronto, ON M5R 2R3 

 
Please Note:  Your cancelled cheque (money order duplicate) is your 
receipt. 

 

Deadlines: 

January 15, 2012  Early Bird Hotel Reservation 

February 1, 2012  Hotel Reservations 

February 10, 2012 Conference Registration 

 
 

TO MAKE RESEVATIONS WITH THE HOTEL ONLINE:  

                                 www.deltacalagarysouth.com/naovd 

 

 

 

 

“Call to Discipleship: Witnesses to Hope” 

We look forward to welcoming you to our conference!  

http://www.deltacalagarysouth.com/naovd


NAVFD Conference 

March 11 - 14, 2012 

General Information 

 

 
The conference begins on Sunday, March 11, 2012.  Registration is from 
4:00 - 6:30 PM.  Welcome & Opening Ritual begins at 7:00 PM.  The 
Conference will close Wednesday, March 14 with a Ritual at 11:00 a.m. 
 
The Conference Registration Deadline is February 10, 2012.  To 
register participants must submit the Registration Form and cheque/money 
order by the deadline to the address noted on the form.   
 
 
Note:  The Hotel Reservation deadline is earlier – February 1st, 2011. 

 
 
Cost of Registration:  See registration form for details.  The cost of 
registration and participation does NOT include your hotel stay expenses. 
You must contact the hotel directly to reserve your room. 
 
The registration fee DOES include a Reception on Sunday night, continental 
breakfasts each morning, nutrition breaks, lunches on Monday, Tuesday and 
the banquet on Tuesday, and Wednesday’s “Grab and Go” nutritional food. 
 
Hotel Accommodations 
 
The Delta Calgary South Hotel is Calgary's largest hotel, located in the heart 
of the Macleod Trail business and entertainment district. When you have the 
time you can treat yourself to Calgary's best dining and shopping 
experiences within steps of the hotel at Willow Park Village and Southcentre 
Mall. 
 
To make your reservations, call 1-877-278-5050 or the Hotel Reservations 
Department directly at 403-225-5800.  When calling for reservations, 
identify yourself as a participant at the National Association of Vocation & 
Formation Directors Conference 2012 and request the conference rate 
($149.00 plus taxes per night).  Or you can book the hotel online at:  
www.deltacalgarysouth.com/naovd.  Hotel check-in time is 3:00 PM; 
check-out time is 11:00 a.m.  Requests for earlier check-in and later 
departure times will be subject to availability; however, every effort will be 
made by the hotel to accommodate such requests.  Indoor swimming pool 
and hot tub are available. Each room is equipped with hair dryers, 
microwave, fridge, irons and ironing boards, coffee makers, and 
complimentary coffee packets and complimentary wireless internet. 

http://www.deltacalgarysouth.com/naovd


 
 

 
 
 
 

 

EARLY BIRD DRAW!!!  IF YOU  
 

REGISTER AT THE HOTEL 
 

BEFORE JANUARY 15, 2012 YOUR  
 

NAME WILL BE PLACED IN 
 

A DRAW FOR A $50.00 GIFT CERTIFICATE  
 

TO THE ATRIUM RESTAURANT  
 

IN THE HOTEL.   
 

SO  
 

REGISTER EARLY!!! 
 
 



National Association of 
Vocation & Formation Directors Conference 

March 11 - 14, 2012 
The Delta Calgary South 

Calgary, Alberta 
 

 

Conference Speakers 
 

 
 
 
The National Association of Vocation and Formation Directors is pleased to 
announce Brother Sean Sammon, FMS as our keynote speaker.  Brother 
Sean is a Marist Brother who has served his religious Institute as Superior 
General, Vicar General, and Provincial of one of its US provinces. He is past-
President of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men in the US and for 
several years was the International Clinical Director of the House of 
Affirmation, a therapeutic center that offered psychological, renewal, and 
educational programs to diocesan priests and men and women religious. 
Sean completed his doctoral studies at Fordham University and is a licensed 
psychologist. The author of several books and numerous articles, he is 
currently a Scholar in Residence at Marist College, Poughkeepsie, NY. 
 
Brother Sean will present 3 keynote sessions: 
 
First keynote: THE JOURNEY THAT WE HAVE COME 
This presentation aims at making sense of the last half century of renewal 
in religious life. Among the areas explored will be the nature of the world 
anticipated by those who participated in Vatican II and the world that 
actually unfolded during the years following the close of that historic 
gathering. The nature of change, times of transition, and the forces that are 
shaping the future of our Church and of religious life will also be discussed. 
 
Second keynote: CHARISM AND THE WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
This presentation will focus on the important role that charism plays in the 
process of renewal. At the outset, charism will be defined as the work of the 
Holy Spirit; participants will also be invited to consider the many ways in 
which that same Holy Spirit is active and alive in the work of renewal today. 
Other elements that need attention in the process of renewal will also be 
examined.   
 



Third keynote:  THE ROAD AHEAD 
This presentation will focus on the steps that lie ahead for those 
congregations and institutes that believe they have a future. Issues such as 
community life in the 21st century, prayer and spirituality, lay partnership, 
and vocation promotion among young people today will be examined. 
 

 
******************** 

 
 

 

Sister Elizabeth Davis, RSM will facilitate the 

process used at the Conference. 

 
 

Sister Elizabeth Davis is a member of the Congregation of the 
Sisters of Mercy of Newfoundland and Labrador. She is presently 
the Congregational Leader. She has a B.A. and a B.Ed. from 
Memorial University of Newfoundland, an M.A. (Theology) from 
the University of Notre Dame and an M.H.Sc (Administration) 
from the University of Toronto. Prior to 1982, she was a high 
school teacher in several communities in Newfoundland teaching 

Mathematics, English and Religious   Studies. From 1986 to 1994, she served as 
Executive Director of St. Clare’s Mercy Hospital, a teaching hospital in St. John’s, 
Newfoundland. From 1994 to 2000, she served as the first President and Chief 
Executive Officer of the Health Care Corporation of St. John’s, a regional health 
board which brought together eight teaching hospitals and health centres, a school 
of nursing and a regional ambulance service. She has been an active participant on 
board and system-wide committees and task forces in both the health and 
education systems. She is presently the Chairperson of the Canadian Health 
Services Research Foundation, and she is a member of the Medical Council of 
Canada, the Board of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, and 
the Board of Regis College (Toronto School of Theology). She is a member of the 
Mercy International Research Commission sited in Dublin, Ireland.  She has served 
on numerous Boards and is a world renowned speaker and facilitator. 
   
She served as one of three Commissioners on the Royal Commission on Renewing 
and Strengthening Newfoundland and Labrador’s Place in Canada (June 2002 – 
June 2003). Among her recent awards are the 2001 Performance Citation Award 
(from the Catholic Health Association of Canada), the 2001 Award For Excellence in 
Distinguished Service (from the Canadian Healthcare Association), an Honorary 
Doctor of Laws from Memorial University of Newfoundland (May 2002), induction 
into the Alpha Sigma Nu Honour Society of Jesuit Educational Institutions (October 
2003), and appointment as a Member of the Order of Canada (May 2004). Her 
most recent award was the Order of Newfoundland and Labrador in September, 
2011. 

  
 
 
 
 



Workshop Descriptions 
 

 

1. “WHERE THE HEART’S DESIRE MEETS THE NEEDS OF THE WORLD”:     

   VOCATION AND THE CHRISTIAN SOCIAL RESPONSE—Mary Rowell, CSJ  

 

A commitment to social concern and action is “part and parcel” of what it means for    

each baptized Christian to fully live out his or her particular call to discipleship.  

Gifted by God’s love, it is about working through our “heart’s desires” to meet the 

urgent needs of our world. During this workshop we will reflect upon and discuss 

the faith-filled dynamic of Christian Social Teaching. Special consideration will be 

given to the numerous spiritual and practical ways in which each of us through our 

particular vocational commitments can share in this mission, often called the 

“Church’s  best kept secret”, to bring about God’s “kin-dom” of love and justice in 

our world. We will also reflect on the importance of this Gospel call for those 

engaged in vocation and formation ministries. 

 

Mary Rowell is a Sister of St. Joseph. Mary currently teaches Moral Theology and     

Catholic Social Teaching at the University of Toronto. She also leads retreats and 

is a spiritual director. Formerly Mary worked for many years as a nurse and nurse 

educator in the U.K. and in many countries in Asia in the fields of ophthalmology 

and blindness prevention. Mary is also a bioethicist and has worked as a clinical 

ethicist at the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto. She continues in this ministry 

as a researcher for the Canadian Catholic Bioethics Institute. Mary is a Board 

Member of NAVFD. 

 

2. VOCATION PROMOTION IN THE CONTEXT OF THE SEXUAL ABUSE   

   CRISIS—Fr. Len Altilia, S.J.  

 

What is the impact of clergy sexual abuse on the attitudes of those we seek to 

invite into our religious institutes and diocesan seminaries?  An exploration of 

what we have learned. 

  

Fr. Altilia was born in Toronto in 1947.  After attending Catholic elementary and 

high school, he entered the Society of Jesus in 1964, was ordained in 1974 and 

pronounced his final vows in 1979.  Father’s studies include a B.A. in Modern 

Romance Languages and Linguistics, and Philosophy, a B. Ed. and M.Ed, and an 

M.Div.  For most of his life, Fr. Altilia was involved in High School education in 

Jesuit schools in Montreal and St. John’s, as teacher, Chaplain, Principal, and 

eventually President, and is now on the Board of St. Bonaventure’s College in St. 

John’s and on the school’s Jesuit Mission and Identity Committee.  Since 1996, he 

has served as the Assistant for Vocations for the English Canada Province, and 

during that time also served as the Assistant for Formation (5 years), the 

Associate Provincial Superior (five years), and the Delegate for Allegations of 

Misconduct (12 years). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

3. "TOWARD A SUCCESSFUL INTEGRATION WITH THE SEXUAL SELF"—  

  Rev. Roger Keeler 

 

This workshop will begin with a reflection on where we are today as a society: 

sexuality is not in what we canonists like to say is "peaceful possession." That 

being the case in the world around us, I suspect that the attitude is prevalent 

within the Church too, and met with a measure of fear and suspicion in houses of 

formation. By looking at sources like the Catechism of the Catholic Church and the 

"Theology of the Body" by Blessed Pope John Paul, we will begin laying a 

groundwork for a new way of seeing ourselves as sexual and moving successfully 

toward integrating this with the whole of who we are as women and men. 

 

Roger is a native Edmontonian, born there in 1957. He attended Edmonton 

Catholic Schools first with the Ursulines of Jesus at St. Edmund's, then with the 

Oblates of Mary Immaculate at St. Francis Xavier High School. He completed a 

B.A. in History at the University of Alberta in 1978. In 1979 he entered St. 

Joseph's Seminary in Edmonton. Two years later he completed a B.Th. at 

Newman Theological College. He was ordained to the ministerial priesthood in 

1984 and served first as Associate Pastor at St. Joseph's Basilica and 

Administrator of Our Lady of the Foothills Parish in Hinton, then as Associate 

Pastor at St. Theresa's Parish here in Edmonton. In 1986 he was made Pastor of 

Our Lady of the Prairies Parish, Daysland, with its attached missions. One year 

later he was appointed Pastor of St. Agnes Parish, Mayerthorpe, with its missions. 

He was also appointed Auditor at the Alberta Regional Tribunal. He began studies 

in Canon Law at Saint Paul University, Ottawa, in the autumn of 1990. It was that 

fall that he completed a M.Th. at Newman Theological College. He completed a 

B.C.L. and J.C.B. in 1991, and M.C.L. and J.C.L. the following spring. In August of 

1992 he was named Pastor of Sacred Heart Parish in Edson where he remained 

until beginning my doctoral work at Saint Paul University/University of Ottawa the 

fall of 2000. In 2003 He was appointed Pastor of St. Michael-Resurrection Parish 

in Edmonton and began teaching canon law at Newman Theological College. He 

completed his Ph.D. and J.C.D. in late 2007. He is presently Pastor at St. Michael-

Resurrection Parish, and serves as Assistant Professor of Theology at St. 

Joseph's College at the University of Alberta, teaching scripture and systematic 

theology. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4. ONGOING FORMATION:  AREAS OF INTEREST AND TOOLS— 

   Ray Douziech, CSsR 

 

This interactive workshop will attempt to consider a wide range of concerns 

surrounding ongoing formation and continuing education.  We will look at 

transition to ministry from the perspective of the individual, the mentor, the local 

community, the leadership team and the wider congregation.  Furthermore we will 

look at specific areas of attention: inter-generational communities; formation for 

formators; formation for leadership; and formation for multi-cultural living.  Finally, 

the tools we have for ongoing formation for example, secretariats, workshops, 

assemblies, retreats, sabbaticals, and higher studies. 

 

A native Albertan, Ray was involved in ministry in the Edmonton region for over 30 

years.  During this time he was active in the field of formation and education.  He 

worked for 5 years with Edmonton Catholic Schools as a counselor and teacher.  

He also worked at Newman Theological College, the University of Seattle, the 

University of Alberta and St Stephen’s Theological College as an adjunct 

professor. For 15 years he was the director of the Redemptorist Centre for Growth 

and did assessments for candidates to the priesthood and religious life.  He also 

served as a formator for postulants and a member of the Redemptorist Formation 

Secretariat of his province. For nine years he worked with the General 

Government of the Redemptorists in Rome and for six of those years served on 

the General Secretariat for Formation for the Congregation.  At present he is the 

assistant novice director for the International Novitiate of the Redemptorists of 

North America. 

 

 

5. A DISCERNING HEART- AN OPEN SOUL--Ita Connery, FCJ 

 

In a world of almost limitless possibilities and attractions, finding one’s true call is a   

daunting task. This presentation will examine some practical methods based on 

principles found in the Ignatian Spiritual Exercises as well as practical examples 

from personal experience. Discernment as a way of life based on listening, 

noticing and reflecting on the many voices, feelings and magnetic pulls that 

operate on the soul in daily life will be examined. Time for reflection and 

experiential involvement will be provided and participants are encouraged to bring 

a decision for discernment. 

 

Sr. Ita Connery FCJ has been in the ministry of Spiritual Direction and 

Retreats for the past twenty eight years. Trained in the Ignatian tradition of the 

spiritaul Exercises and Discernment at the Jesuit Institute in Guelph, Ontario, Ita 

has worked with the Jesuits in St. Beuno's , North Wales, training spiritual 

directors, as well as directing two Tertianship programs for the FCJ 

Sisters. She has been on the staff of the FCJ Centre in Calgary for the 

past twenty three years. Her interest is in a wholistic approach to the 

person, combining her knowledge of Jungian psychology, Typology and the 

creative arts in her practice of spiritual direction and discernment. 

 



 

 

 

 

6. INTRA-CONGREGATION AWARENESS AND COLLABORATION IN VOCATION   

   MINISTRY—Paul Bednarczyk, CSC 

 

Although most vocation ministers see the value of intra-congregational awareness 

and collaboration as essential to contemporary vocation ministry, how to do it well 

requires both skills and a common commitment to its goals.  This workshop will 

outline the practical requirements necessary for religious congregations to work 

well together in successfully promoting religious life and in discerning with 

prospective candidates.      

 

Brother Paul Bednarczyk, CSC, is in his 9th year as NRVC executive director.  

Prior to this position, he served in various capacities in his religious congregation 

as teacher, administrator, vocation director and provincial councilor.  Br. Paul 

spearheaded the 2009 NRVC/CARA Study on Recent Vocations to Religious Life.  

He has also published extensively on vocation ministry and has been invited to 

give workshops in North America, Europe, Australia, and New Zealand.       

 

 

7. SURVIVING OR THRIVING: SELF-CARE OF THE VOCATION/FORMATION  

   MINISTER—Charlene Diorka, SSJ 

 

Take care of yourself! You have spoken this phrase countless times but this time 

it’s for you. This workshop will focus on balance, boundaries, self-care, and 

support so that one can serve in vocation/formation ministry from a place of 

abundance and hope.  It will include internal and external stress factors in the 

ministry as well as healthy and hopeful ways of responding. 

 

Sister Charlene Diorka, SSJ, is a Sister of Saint Joseph of Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania and is the Novice/Formation Director for her congregation. Prior to 

this position she served as the Associate Director at the National Religious 

Vocation Conference in Chicago, IL and as vocation director for her congregation. 

She has been a member of the Initial Formation Committee for the U.S. 

Federation of the Sisters of Saint Joseph and has accompanied young adults 

through retreats, discernment, and life choices. She has been published in 

VISION and HORIZON, publications of the National Religious Vocation 

Conference and America magazine. Recently she authored the chapter “Religious 

Life Today” in Catholics on Call: Discerning a Life of Service in the Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

8. SHARING GOD’S INVITATION: HOW TO BUILD COMMUNITIES OF    

   WELCOME—Billy Isenor, OFM & Pierre Ducharme, OFM 

 

The call to discipleship – to vocation – in the Gospels is first characterized by 

invitation. Jesus intentionally invites people to “come follow me”. Through the act 

of invitation Jesus’ attitude is one of welcome. He creates challenging and life-

giving space to draw people to God and to call them to Gospel living. The act of 

invitation to reflect upon personal and particular vocation is today often avoided or 

forgotten yet it remains an act of great importance. In a digital age we are gifted 

with many new and vibrant opportunities for invitation. This workshop will explore 

the creative uses of modern technologies to invite and to draw people to reflect 

upon and discern personal call …to follow Christ in our contemporary world. 
 

Born and raised in Penticton, B.C., Brother Billy has recently completed his Master 

of Theological Studies degree from Newman Theological College in Edmonton, 

Alberta. He and Father Pierre represent the latest class of Solemnly Professed 

Franciscan Friars in the fast growing Western Canadian Province of Christ the 

King. Brother Billy is a professional Chef by trade, and holds a wealth of life 

experience with conquering personal grief and relationship healing.  

 

Well-read in theology and Franciscan spirituality, Brother Billy is also talented 

musician, artist, and published writer.  Currently he is the assistant to the Post-

Novitiate Director in House of Formation in Edmonton, where he also works in 

communications for his Franciscan community.  Brother Billy has much in the way 

of experience with and passion for ministry to inner city poor, and the mentally ill.  

He is a gifted speaker and presenter of integrated theological concepts and is 

passionate about how to evangelize to potential vocations utilizing social media.     

 

Pierre Ducharme, OFM was born and raised in Coquitlam, B.C. He studied Arts at 

Corpus Christi College and the University of British Columbia (B.A.), and theology 

at Newman Theological College in Edmonton (M.Div). 

 

Fresh into Solemn Vows, Pierre is the youngest Franciscan Friar in Canada.  He 

is a member of the growing Franciscan Province of Christ the King (Franciscans of 

Western Canada, OFM). He was just ordained to the Priesthood by Archbishop 

Michael Miller on May 14th, 2011, at Vancouver’s Holy Rosary Cathedral.   

 

Father Pierre has a background in the arts of acting and public speaking, and is 

an avid blogger.  His primary interests involve theology, and the practical 

integration of it –he believes that theology is but philosophy, if not grounded in 

human experience.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

9. RENEWING THE HABIT: CULTIVATING STUDY IN RELIGIOUS LIFE— 

   Darren Dias, OP 

 

This presentation examines the centrality of theological formation, both initial and 

ongoing, in religious life today.  The presentation will first explore why cultivating 

the habit of study is constitutive of the mission of vowed religious and then the 

implications of study for ministry today. 

 

Darren Dias, O.P. is a Friar of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans) assigned to    

Aquinas House, Toronto.  He is a member of the Provincial Council and the 

Intellectual Life Commission of the Canadian Dominican province.  Darren 

teaches systematic theology at the Faculty of Theology of the University of St. 

Michael’s College, Toronto School of Theology.  His areas of interest are 

Trinitarian theology, interreligious dialogue, Lonergan studies and the intersection 

of theory and praxis.  Darren has supervised the professional degree programs 

and theological field education at the Faculty, but most recently he was 

responsible for curricular revision and assessment.  He serves as academic 

advisor for religious pursuing the Master of Divinity degree.  Darren’s publications 

on religious life include: “The Echo of God’s Voice: A Vision of Religious Life in 

the Thought of Timothy Radcliffe,” and "Why Dialogue? Five Reasons Why 

Vowed Religious Should Make Interreligious Dialogue a Priority,” Religious Life 

Review (« Pourquoi dialoguer et pourquoi faire du dialogue interreligieux une 

priorité?, » En Son Nom); and on theological education for ministry in Teaching 

Theology and Religion.   

 

 

 

10. SPIRITUAL GROWTH IN THE CANDIDATE FOR RELIGIOUS LIFE: LITURGY  

   AND DEVOTION—Archbishop Gerard Pettipas, CSsR 

 

Prayer is a sine qua non of the spiritual life.  In the Roman Catholic tradition, a life 

of prayer is developed along two paths: liturgy (the prayer of the Church) and 

devotions.  In this workshop, we shall examine the characteristics of each of these 

paths and come to an appreciation of their rightful place in our relationship to 

Jesus Christ and to His Church. 

 

Born in Halifax, NS, Archbishop Pettipas was ordained as a Redemptorist priest in 

1977, and served in many parts of Eastern Canada as director of vocations, 

novice master, member of a youth mission team and pastor.  He was assigned as 

pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Grande Prairie, AB in 1999; from there he was 

ordained the Archbishop of Grouard-McLennan in northwestern Alberta in 2007. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

11. MARKETING CATHOLIC WEBSITES—Brent Ducharme 

 

   Explore the peaks and valleys encountered by Catholic organizations seeking to 

   break through the clutter and establish themselves online. We will examine the 

   challenges of balancing tight budgets with high web standards. Join us as we 

   investigate how to maximize your online potential through a highly effective 

   website and productive use of social media. Unravel the mysteries behind Google 

   and other Search Engines and learn what it takes to be found online. 

  

   Brent Ducharme is president and founder of Ducharme Designworks, a web and 

   print marketing company based in Vancouver, BC. Brent has established himself    

   as a leading expert on religious marketing with hundreds of corporate clients. His   

Catholic upbringing has presented him with the ability to combine his eye for 

design and technical knowledge with an understanding of the unique marketing 

needs of various Catholic organizations. 

 

  His accomplishments include the design and development of many Parish     

  websites. He has worked extensively with Catholic Cemeteries of the Archdiocese   

  of Vancouver, Catholic Independent Schools (CISVA), the Western Conference of   

  Catholic Religious Education, Office of Religious Education, Catholic Educator’s   

  Conference, the Franciscan Friars of Western Canada, the Jesuits of Upper  

  Canada, Corpus Christi College, St. Mark’s College, Carey Theological College,   

  Epiphany Sacred Arts Guild, the Knights of Columbus, and The Newman   

  Association of Vancouver.   Brent’s marketing strategy for the Gardens of   

  Gethsemani cemetery in White Rock, BC, was so instrumental to a substantial   

  growth in pre-sales that the newly-established Catholic Cemeteries of the   

  Archdiocese of Vancouver sought his company to design a brand and marketing   

  plan. 

 

12.  ENGAGING YOUNG ADULTS: COLLABORATION, COMMUNITY, GROWTH— 

    Mechtilde O’Mara, CSJ and Vanessa Nicholas-Schmidt 

 

Following on our 2010 presentation “Practical tools for young adults ministry,” 

Faith Connections offers an interactive workshop on engaging young adults to 

build community and to deepen their faith. We shall focus on three of our 

initiatives: Eat Pray Share; Hike & Prayer; and Lenten Listening. We shall outline 

the objectives of each, its methods and its results. 

 

Sister Mechtilde O’Mara, CSJ, Ministry Director of Faith Connections – has been 

involved with young adults for many years, primarily through teaching Classics to 

undergraduate and graduate level students, research on the Collected Works of 

Erasmus, and administration at St Michael’s College and the University of 

Toronto. Currently she teaches Latin to students at the Toronto School of 

Theology. She also collaborated in an ecumenical volunteer programme which 

provided transportation and companion/assistants for physically challenged adults 

attending evening classes. 

 

 



 

Vanessa Nicholas-Schmidt, Program Director of Faith Connections - As a young 

adult, Vanessa knows well the desire of young people to explore tough questions, 

grow in relationship, and engage spirituality.  Vanessa began working with the 

Sisters of St. Joseph 5 years ago after completing her BA at the University of 

Waterloo. In that time she has supported over 1000 young adults on their spiritual 

journey.  She is passionate about the work of young adult ministry and is excited 

to be learning more as she pursues part-time theological studies at Regis College.  

 

        Faith Connections - a young adult ministry of Fontbonne Ministries, Sisters of St.        

        Joseph, Toronto – welcomes 18 to 39 year olds and those who work with them to    

        explore and live the chrism of unity and community, by connecting to nourish their    

        spiritual life, encouraging them to effect positive change, providing resources, and    

        collaborating.      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Workshops Registration 
 

Please choose only one workshop from each block and record your 
choice in the space provided on the Registration 

  

 
Workshop Block 1 
   1:30—3:00 p.m. 

 

1. “Where the heart’s desire meets the needs of the world”: Vocation  
and the  Christian Social Response—Mary Rowell, CSJ  

2. Vocation Promotion in the Context of the Sexual Abuse Crisis—Len Altilia, SJ 
3. Sexuality/Boundaries—Rev. Roger Keeler 
4. On-going Formation—Ray Douziech, CSsR 

 
 
 
 
                                            Workshop Block 2 

     11:00—12:30 pm 
 

5.  A Discerning Heart- an Open Soul--Ita Connery, FCJ 
6. Intra-Congregation Awareness—Paul Bednarczyk, CSC 

      7.  Surviving or Thriving: Self-Care of the Vocation/Formation  
           Minister—Charlene Diorka, SSJ 

8. Sharing God’s Invitation: How to Build Communities 
of Welcome—Billy Isenor, OFM & Pierre Ducharme, OFM 

 

 

 

 

                                              Workshop Block 3 
          2:00—3:30 pm 

 
9. Ministry of Study—Darren Dias, OP 
10.  Spiritual Growth in the Candidate for Religious Life: Liturgy                        

and Devotion—Archbishop  Gerald Pettipas, CSsR 
11.  Marketing Catholic Websites—Brent Ducharme 

12.  Eat, Pray, Share-- Mechtilde O’Mara, CSJ & Vanessa Nicholas-Schmidt 
 



 

 

                             2012 Conference Schedule 

 
Sunday 

March 11, 2012 
Monday 

March 12, 2012 
Tuesday 

March 13, 2012 
Wednesday 

March 14, 2012 

 
2 :30 – 4 :00 PM 
Board Meeting 

 
7 :15 AM 

Eucharistic Liturgy 
Breakfast 

 
7 :00 - 8 :30 AM 

Breakfast 
 

 
7 :30 AM 

Eucharistic Liturgy 
Breakfast 

  
9 :00 – 9 :15 AM 

Gathering  Prayer 
 

 
8 :45 – 9 :00 AM 

Gathering  Prayer 

 
9 :00 – 9 :40 AM 

Panel  
 
 

 
4 :00 – 6 :30 PM 
REGISTRATION 

 
9 :15 – 10 :30 AM 
Keynote  Part 1 & 

Process 

 
9 :00 – 10 :30 AM 
Keynote Part 3 & 

Process 

 
9 :40 – 10 :15 AM 

Process 

  
10 :30 – 11 :00 AM 

Break 

 
10 :30 – 11 :00 AM 

Break 

10 :15 – 10 :30 
AM 

Bro. Paul 
Bednarczyk, CSC 

NRVC 

  
11:00  - 12 :00 Noon 

Keynote Part 2 & 
Process 

 
11 :00 – 12 :30 PM 
Block 2 Workshops 

 
10:30 – 11:00 AM 
Wrap- Up Session 

  
12:00 – 1 :30 PM 

Lunch  and 
Personal Reflection 

Time 

 
12 :30 – 2 :00 PM 

Lunch  & 
Personal Reflection 

Time 

 
11:00 AM 

Closing Ritual 

    

7 :00 – 9 :00 PM 
Welcome 
Opening Ritual 
Introduction of  
Keynote Speaker &     
Facilitator 
Social 

 
1:30 – 3:00 PM 

 
Block 1 Workshops 

 

 
2:00 – 3:30 PM 

 
Block 3 Workshops 

 

 3:00 – 3:30 PM 
Break 

3:30 -5:00 PM 
Break & 

Prepare for Liturgy 
 

 

  
3:30 -4:30 PM 

AGM 

 
5:00 – 6:00 PM 

Eucharistic Liturgy 

 

  
 

Evening Free 

 
6:00 6:30  PM 

Reception/Cash Bar 
Banquet 

 



Call to Discipleship:  Witnesses to Hope 

 

Liturgy Committee Participation Form 

 

 

 

Please return with your Registration Form 

 if you are willing and able. 

 

 

 

NAME:  ________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ________________________________ 

 

   ________________________________ 

 

TELEPHONE: ________________________________ 

 

FAX #:  ________________________________ 

 

Email:  ________________________________ 

 

 

I would be willing to serve in the following ways: 

 

 READER/LECTOR 

 EUCHARISTIC MINISTER 

 SHARE MY GIFTS OF MUSIC 

 SING WITH MUSIC MINISTERS 

 BRING A MUSICAL INSTRUMENT 

 OTHER 

 

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE PRINT 

 
Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________ 
                            Title                       First                               Last Community Initials 
 
Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City  ___________________________________ Province:  _________ Postal Code:  ______________ 
 
Daytime Phone:       (          )                                   Email:  _____________________________________ 
 
Name Tag to read:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please Check: 
 

_______ Leadership      _______Vocation/Formation      _______ Newer Religious      _______ Married  
 
______Single 
 

Conference Fees: 
Those who stay at the hotel help subsidize the overall conference cost in a way that commuters do not – 
thus the difference in rate!  Registration fees include some meals (please see General Information). 
 

                                                             Before February 10, 2012                                  After February 10, 2012 
 
                Hotel Guest                    $400.00                                                                  $425.00 
                Commuter                      $425.00                                                                  $450.00 
 

NAVFD must meet a minimum number of room reservations to benefit from complimentary meeting 
space. Thank you for your assistance in supporting conference space needs by rooming at the Delta 
Calgary South. 
 
Cancellation Policy: 
Substitutions are acceptable.  A $50.00 administration fee will be charged if a cancellation occurs before 
January 15, 2012.  Any cancellation after January 15, 2012 will not be refunded. 
 

Special Meal Needs (if applicable): 
 
_________ I require vegetarian meals                        I have a food allergy to________________________. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1. 

NAVFD Conference 2010 
 

March 11 – 14, 2012 
 

Registration Form  
(please fill out and return both pages with your cheque) 



 
 
 
Workshop Choices:    You will be able at attend 3 Workshops (please see Workshop Sessions and 
choose one from each block and place the number in the space below). 
 

 
Block 1:  ____________ Block 2:  ____________ Block 3:  ____________ 
 
 
 
 

Reservations for HOTEL accommodation are to be made directly with The Delta Calgary South and are 
NOT included in the conference registration fees: 
 
Telephone: 1-877-278-5050 or the Hotel Reservations Department directly at: 403-225-5800. 
In order to receive the conference rate of $149.00/night plus taxes (single/double occupancy); identify 
yourself as a NAVFD Conference participant when making your reservation or go online at:  

www.deltacalgarysouth.com/naovd 
 
 
 
Payment Information: 
 

Registration Fee: ____________ 
 
Amount Enclosed: ____________ 

  
 
 
Payment by cheque or money order payable to 
NAVFD  with the Registration form mailed to: 

NAVFD Conference 
c/o 500 Huron Street 
Toronto, ON M5R 2R3 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. 


